
  

Trinity Student Portrays Famous 
American Ancestor

  
June 6, 2016- Ellicott City, MD - 
As we approach the last race in this years Triple Crown,
one Trinity student proudly told about his ancestor during
the Famous Americans unit studied by the first grade.
 Each student becomes a famous American. During the
year the first graders select their famous American and
begin their research.  They learn and write about their
famous American - their accomplishments and history. 
Then the children prepare an "autobiography" that is
presented, in costume, during a special assembly for
classmates, family and friends. 
This year, first grader Jude Rideoutt chose not just a
famous American, but someone close to his heart.  "When
they introduced this project to the class, Jude was so
excited," said his mother Rachel Lassiter-Rideoutt.  "He
couldn't wait to share he has a famous American in his
family."  He grabbed the book he grew up reading, The
Last Black King of the Kentucky Derby: The Story of
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Jimmy Winkfield, and took it to show his teacher, Anetria
Jenkins.
Jimmy Winkfield is Rideoutt's great-great grandfather. 
Many may not have heard of Winkfield, but his contribution
to horseracing was significant.  Winkfield, the youngest of
17 children from a family of sharecroppers, began racing in
1898 for $8 a month.  He eventually was paid $1000 per
race.  Winkfield was the last African American horse jockey
to win the Kentucky Derby.  In fact, he won twice in back to
back years; in 1901 on His Eminence and 1902 on Alan-A-
Dale. 
In 1903, Winkfield emigrated to Russia and continued his
racing career at racetracks throughout Europe, winning
numerous races in the name of Russian Czar Nicholas II.  
But by 1917 as the Bolsheviks and the Communists rose to
power, racing suffered from its association with wealth and
aristocracy.  Winkfield led 260 horses, trainers and owners
overland to Poland; a journey the group survived by eating
their horses on the way.  
Winkfield was married twice. His first wife, Alexandra, was
a Russian baroness who died in 1921. They bore a son,
George who died in 1934. His second marriage was to a
French woman named Lydia who died in 1958. This
marriage also produced a son, Robert (Jude's
grandmother's father), who died in 1977 and a daughter
Liliane.
Jimmy Winkfield died on March 23, 1974 in Maisons-
Laffitte, France. His family and supporters pushed for his
admission to the Thoroughbred Hall of Fame, so he could
join two other African American jockeys already honored
there. On August 9, 2004, Winkfield was inducted into the
National Museum of Racing and Hall of Fame in Saratoga
Springs, NY. The award was presented to his daughter
Liliane Winkfield Casey by Edward Hotaling, the author of
"The Great Black Jockeys."
The Rideoutt family shares their history through the
generations.  Most of Jude's research for the project was
through oral history with the family elders in West Virginia,
"asking a lot of good questions," said his mother.  Jude's
favorite part of the project was the costume.  For his
presentation, he donned a jockey costume and presented
to his classmates, family and friends as Jimmy Winkfield.
The Famous Americans unit adds on to what the Trinity
students began in kindergarten 4 oral presentation projects
throughout the year including 2 research projects.  The
purpose of these projects is to teach the children basic
research as well as give them confidence in public
speaking.  After first grade, they continue oral
presentations in each grade.
Krista Geritz, mother of a 2015 Trinity graduate, recently
told Sister Catherine, Trinity principal, "My son had a public
speaking project in Freshman English and was completely
at ease because he had been doing oral presentations
since kindergarten at Trinity."  She added, "The English



teacher was impressed with the poise and composure of
all the Trinity graduates."

About Trinity School

Trinity is an independent, Catholic, pre-school, primary and 
middle school, located on a peaceful, wooded 48 acre campus 
in Howard County, Maryland.  Coeducational and ethnically 
diverse, the school is sponsored by the Sisters of Notre Dame de 
Namur.  Trinity offers a broad and challenging educational program 
at every level in a caring Christian environment. 
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